CHAPTER VI.

THE  RIVIERA  EARTHQUAKE   OF FEBRUARY  23RD,
1887.

FEW earthquakes have aroused a more widespread
interest than those which struck the thronged cities of
the Riviera on February 23rd, 1887. The first and
greatest of the shocks occurred at about 6.20 A.M., the
second nine minutes later, and the third, intermediate
in strength, at about 8.51 A.M.1 All three shocks
were of destructive violence, the damage wrought by
them extending along the coast and for a short
distance inland from Nice to beyond Savona. Most
of the injury to property and nearly all the loss of life
were, however, concentrated on the eastern side of the
frontier; and it therefore fell to the lot of the Italian
Government to provide for the scientific investigation
of the earthquakes, as well as to meet the wants of
those deprived of home and support. Professors
Taramelli and Mercalli, who two years before had
studied the earthquakes in Andalusia, were again
nominated, the former to examine the geology of the
central regions, and the latter to report on the seismic
phenomena. Their joint memoir forms one of the
most complete accounts that we possess of any earth-
quake, and is the chief authority for the description
given in this chapter. Another valuable monograph

1 The above times and all others in this chapter are given in Rome
mean time, which is $om. earlier than Greenwich mean time.